Daily Living With FND: A Quick

Reference Guide

Functional Neurological Disorder can affect daily life in ways that fluctuate
and are not always predictable. This reference guide highlights key points
related to everyday living with FND and is intended to support clarity,
pacing, and realistic expectations.

This document does not replace medical care. It provides practical context
for daily life

What to Expect in Daily Life

Daily living with FND may involve:

« changes in physical or cognitive capacity
« symptoms that fluctuate within or across days
« periods of higher and lower energy

« the need to adjust plans frequently

These patterns are common in FND and reflect nervous system regulation,
not lack of effort.



Helpful Daily Approaches
Many people with FND find the following approaches supportive in daily life:

o pacing activities and rest
« maintaining flexible routines
« reducing unnecessary decision-making

« prioritizing essential tasks

What is helpful can vary between individuals and over time.

Understanding Fluctuation

Fluctuation is a core feature of FND. Capacity may change due to factors
such as:

« physical exertion
« cognitive load
e sensory input
o emotional stress

. overall fatigue

Fluctuation does not mean symptoms are inconsistent or imagined.



Supporting Daily Routines

Daily routines can support stability when they are:

o simple
« flexible

« adaptable to different capacity levels

Rigid schedules may increase stress when symptoms change.

Communication and Interaction

In everyday interactions, it may be helpful to:

o communicate limits clearly and briefly
« avoid over-explaining when energy is low

« plan conversations for higher-capacity times when possible

Protecting energy and clarity is a legitimate priority.

When Days Are More Difficult

On days when symptoms increase:

« reducing demands is appropriate

« focusing on basic needs matters



e returning to routines later is reasonable

Difficult days are part of living with FND and do not indicate failure.

A Reminder

Living with FND often involves ongoing adjustment. Progress may be
uneven, and needs may change over time. Stability is supported by realistic
expectations, flexibility, and self-respect, especially when capacity varies
from day to day/



